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People kept written records 

• Civilizations have been writing historical records long before the birth 
of Jesus

• Along with written records oral history was passed down thru 
generations and also written down

• Thus, the Church was not just the Bible which was inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, but the early writings of the Church fathers and oral 
stories passed on from those who knew Jesus

• The writings contributed to Saint Paul are mainly from his many talks 
with Mary



Library at Alexandria, Egypt



A review of the Early Writings of the Apostolic 
Fathers of the Church



The Writings of the Fathers Down to A.D. 325

• Volume I. The Apostolic Fathers with Justin Martyr 
and Irenaeus

• Clement of Rome, Mathetes, Polycarp, Ignatius, 
Barnabas, Papias, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus 

• Volume II. Fathers of the Second Century

• Hermas, Tatian, Theophilus, Athenagoras, Clement of 
Alexandria 

• Volume III. Latin Christianity: Its Founder, Tertullian

• Three Parts: I. Apologetic; II. Anti-Marcion; III. Ethical 

• Volume IV. The Fathers of the Third Century

• Tertullian Part IV; Minucius Felix; Commodian; Origen 

• Volume V. The Fathers of the Third Century

• Hippolytus; Cyprian; Caius; Novatian; Appendix 

• Volume VI. The Fathers of the Third Century

• Gregory Thaumaturgus; Dinysius the Great; Julius Africanus; 
Anatolius and Minor Writers; Methodius; Arnobius 

• Volume VII. Fathers of the Third and Fourth Centuries

• Lactantius, Venantius, Asterius, Victorinus, Dionysius, 
Apostolic Teaching and Constitutions, Homily, Liturgies 

• Volume VIII. Fathers of the Third and Fourth Centuries

• The Twelve Patriarchs, Excerpts and Epistles, The Clementia, 
Apocrypha, Decretals, Memoirs of Edessa and Syriac 
Documents, Remains of the First Ages 

• Volume X. Recently Discovered Additions to Early Christian 
Literature; Commentaries of Origen

• The Gospel of Peter, The Diatessaron of Tatian, The 
Apocalypse of Peter, The Visio Pauli, The Apocalypses of the 
Virgin and Sedrach, The Testament of Abraham, The Acts of 
Xanthippe and Polyxena, The Narrative of Zosimus, The 
Apology of Aristides, The Epistles of Clement (Complete 
Text), Origen's Commentary on John, Books I-X, Origen's 
Commentary on Mathew, Books I, II, and X-XIV 
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Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers

St. Augustine Volumes

• Volume I. Prolegomena: St. Augustine's Life 
and Work, Confessions, Letters 

•

• Volume II. The City of God, Christian 
Doctrine 

•

• Volume III. On the Holy Trinity, Doctrinal 
Treatises, Moral Treatises 

•

• Volume IV. The Anti-Manichaean Writings, 
The Anti-Donatist Writings 

•

• Volume V. Anti-Pelagian Writings 

•

• Volume VI. Sermon on the Mount, Harmony 
of the Gospels, Homilies on the Gospels 

•

• Volume VII. Homilies on the Gospel of John, 
Homilies on the First Epistle of John, 
Soliloquies 

•

• Volume VIII. Expositions on the Psalms 

•



St. Chrysostom Volumes

• Volume IX. On the Priesthood, Ascetic Treatises, Select Homilies and 
Letters, Homilies on the Statutes 

• Volume X. Homilies on the Gospel of St. Matthew 

• Volume XI. Homilies on the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistle to the 
Romans 

• Volume XII. Homilies on First and Second Corinthians 

• Volume XIII. Homilies on the Epistles to the Galatians, Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, and Philemon

Volume XIV. Homilies on the Gospel of St. John and the Epistle to the 
Hebrews 



Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers
Series II

• Volume I. Eusebius: Church History from A.D. 1-324, 
Life of Constantine the Great, Oration in Praise of 
Constantine 

• Volume II. Socrates: Church History from A.D. 305-438; 
Sozomenus: Church History from A.D. 323-425 

• Volume III. Theodoret, Jerome and Gennadius, Rufinus 
and Jerome 

• Volume IV. Athanasius: Select Writings and Letters 

• Volume V. Gregory of Nyssa: Dogmatic Treatises; Select 
Writings and Letters 

• Volume VI. Jerome: Letters and Select Works 

• Volume VII. Cyril of Jerusalem, Gregory Nazianzen 

• Volume VIII. Basil: Letters and Select Works 

• Volume IX. Hilary of Poitiers, John of Damascus 

• Volume X. Ambrose: Select Works and Letters 

• Volume XI. Sulpitius Severus, Vincent of Lerins, John 
Cassian 

• WinHelp.zip

• Volume XII. Leo the Great, Gregory the Great 

• Volume XIII. Gregory the Great II, Ephriam Syrus, 
Aphrahat 

• Volume XIV. The Seven Ecumenical Councils 



Introduction

• It is clear that Jesus Christ spoke more words than those found in the 
New Testament. 

• He taught His apostles for over three years on a regular basis. Many 
of the teachings of Jesus were recalled by the Apostles after he died 
and prior to the New Testament and were written down in a 
document called for short, “The Didache” around the year 50-80 AD. 

• Thus, Catholics believe in the Apostolic Fathers and the tradition that 
they passed down which in some cases were before the writing of the 
New Testament and thus “Solo Scriptura” is not a Catholic belief.



The actual Didache in Jerusalem



The teaching of the Apostles

• The Didache – the “teaching” or “The teaching of the Apostles”

• Rediscovered in 1873 by Bryennios, Greek Orthodox metropolitan of 
Nicomedia

• Can be divided into three parts
• Part 1

• The way of life and the way of death

• Part II
• The ritual, Baptism, fasting and communion

• Part III
• Ministry

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10244c.htm
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Time Period



The format/structure of the Didache



Didache was probably a quick reference guide



A Short History
• A short treatise which was accounted by some of the Fathers as next to Holy Scripture.

• It was rediscovered in 1873 by Bryennios, Greek Orthodox metropolitan of Nicomedia, 

• in the codex from which, in 1875, he had published the full text of the Epistles of St. Clement. 

• The title in the manuscript is Didache kyriou dia ton dodeka apostolon ethesin, but before this 
it gives the heading Didache ton dodeka apostolon. 

• The old Latin translation of cc. i-v, found by Dr. J. Schlecht in 1900, has the longer title, 
omitting "twelve", and has a rubric De doctrinâ Apostolorum. 

• For convenience the contents may be divided into three parts: the first is the "Two Ways", the 
Way of Life and the Way of Death; the second part is a rituale dealing with baptism, fasting, 
and Holy Communion; the third speaks of the ministry.. 

• The Didache is mentioned by Eusebius after the books of Scripture (Church History III.25.4

• St. Athanasius and Rufinus add the "Teaching" to the sapiential and other deutero-canonical 
books. (Rufinus gives the curious alternative title "Judicium Petri".) 

• The Pseudo-Cyprianic "Adversus Aleatores" quotes it by name. 

• The "Two Ways" appears in Barnabas, cc. xviii-xx, sometimes word for word, sometimes added 
to, dislocated, or abridged, and Barn., iv, 9 is from Didache, xvi, 2-3, 
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The Sections of the Didache

•Part 1
•The way of life and the way of death

•Part II
•The ritual, Baptism, fasting and communion

•Part III
•Ministry



Part 1- The way of life and the way of death
• The Way of Life is the love of God and of our neighbor. The latter only is spoken of 

at length. 

• The second chapter contains the Commandments against murder, adultery, theft, 
coveting, and false witness — in this order - and additional recommendations 
depending on these. In ch. iii we are told how one vice leads to another: anger to 
murder, concupiscence to adultery, and so forth. 

• A number of precepts are added in ch. iv, which ends: "This is the Way of Life." The 
Way of Death is a mere list of vices to be avoided (v). Ch. vi exhorts to the keeping 
in the Way of this Teaching: "If thou canst bear the whole yoke of the Lord, thou 
wilt be perfect; but if thou canst not, do what thou canst. But the "let him eat 
herbs" of St. Paul is a hyperbolical expression like 1 Corinthians 8:13: "I will never 
eat flesh, lest I should scandalize my brother", and gives no support to the notion 
of vegetarianism in the Early Church. 

• The Didache is referring to Jewish meats because of dietary issues at that time.
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Part 2 – Rituals, Baptism, Communion, Fasting
• Begins with an instruction on baptism, which is to be conferred "in the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of 

the Holy Ghost" in living water, if it can be had — if not, in cold or even hot water.. 

• "Concerning the Eucharist, thus shall you give thanks: 'We give Thee thanks, our Father, for the holy Vine of David
Thy Child, which Thou hast made known to us through Jesus Thy Child; to Thee be the glory for ever'. And of the 
broken Bread: 'We give Thee thanks, our Father, for the Life and knowledge which Thou hast made known to us 
through Jesus Thy Child; to Thee be glory for ever. For as this broken Bread was dispersed over the mountains, and 
being collected became one, so may Thy Church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into Thy kingdom, 
for Thine is the glory and the power through Jesus Christ for ever.‘

• And let none eat or drink of your Eucharist but those who have been baptized in the Name of Christ; for of this the 
Lord said: 'Give not the holy Thing to the dogs'." These are clearly prayers after the Consecration and before 
Communion. Ch. x gives a thanksgiving after Communion, slightly longer, in which mention is made of the "spiritual 
food and drink and eternal Life through Thy Child". After a doxology, as before, come the remarkable exclamations: 
"Let grace come, and this world pass away! Hosanna to the Son of David! If any is holy, let him come.

• In these prayers we find deep reverence, and the effect of the Eucharist for eternal Life, though there is no distinct 
mention of the Real Presence.

• The words in thanksgiving for the chalice are echoed by Clement of Alexandria, "Quis div.", 29: "It is He [Christ] 
Who has poured out the Wine, the Blood of the Vine of David, upon our wounded souls"; and by Origen, "In i
Judic.", Hom. vi: "Before we are inebriated with the Blood of the True Vine Which ascends from the root of David.“

• The mention of the chalice before the bread is in accordance with St. Luke, xxii, 17-19, in the "Western" text 
(which omits verse 20), and is apparently from a Jewish blessing of wine and bread, with which rite the prayers in 
ch. ix have a close affinity.
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Part 3 - Ministry

• The Third Part speaks first of teachers or doctors (didaskaloi) in general. These are to be 
received if they teach the above doctrine; and if they add the justice and knowledge of 
the Lord they are to be received as the Lord. 

• Similarly with the order of prophets: to judge them when they speak in the spirit is the 
unpardonable sin; but they must be known by their morals. If they seek gain, they are to 
be rejected. Anyone who will not work is a Christemporos — one who makes a gain out 
of the name of Christ. 

• Teachers and prophets are worthy of their food. 

• Firstfruits are to be given to the prophets, "for they are your High Priests; but if you have 
not a prophet, give the firstfruits to the poor". The breaking of bread and Thanksgiving 
[Eucharist] is on Sunday, "after you have confessed your transgressions, that your 
Sacrifice may be pure", and those who are at discord must agree, for this is the clean 
oblation prophesied by Malachias, i, 11, 14. 

• "Ordain therefore for yourselves bishops and deacons, worthy of the Lord . . . for they 
also minister to you the ministry of the prophets and teachers". Notice that it is for the 
sacrifice that bishops and deacons are to be ordained. The last chapter (xvi) exhorts to 
watching and tells the signs of the end of the world. 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05072b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05075b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08571c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08673a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12477a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14004b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10559a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12477a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12477a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12407b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12477a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06082a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02581b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04647c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12477a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02581b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04647c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11279a.htm


History of the Didache

• It is held by very many critics that the "Two Ways" is older than the rest of the 
Didache, and is in origin a Jewish work, intended for the instruction of proselytes. 

• The use of the Sibylline Oracles and other Jewish sources may be probable, and 
the agreement of ch. ii  with the Talmud may be certain; but on the other hand 
Funk has shown that (apart from the admittedly Christian ch. i, 3-6, and the 
occasional citations of the New Testament) the 0. T. is often not quoted directly, 
but from the Gospels. 

• Bartlet suggests an oral Jewish catechesis as the source. But the use of such 
material would surprise us in one whose name for the Jews is "the hypocrites", 
and in the vehemently anti-Jewish Barnabas still more. The whole base of this 
theory is destroyed by the fact that the rest of the work, vii-xvi, though wholly 
Christian in its subject-matter, has an equally remarkable agreement with the 
Talmud in cc. ix and x. Beyond doubt we must look upon the writer as living at a 
very early period when Jewish influence was still important in the Church. He 
warns Christians not to fast with the Jews or pray with them; yet the two fasts and 
the three times of prayer are modelled on Jewish custom. Similarly the prophets
stand in the place of the High Priest.
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Dating the Didache

• There are other signs of an early date: the simplicity of the baptismal rite, which is 
apparently neither preceded by exorcisms nor by formal admission to the 
catechumenate;

• the simplicity of the Eucharist, in comparison with the elaborate quasi-Eucharistic prayer
in Clement, I Corinthians 59-61; 

• the permission to prophets to extemporize their Eucharistic thanksgiving; the immediate 
expectation of the second advent. As we find the Christian Sunday already substituted 
for the Jewish Sabbath as the day of assembly in Acts 20:7 and 1 Corinthians 16:2, and 
called the Lord's day (Revelation 1:10), at least in some places. 

• But the chief point is the ministry. It is twofold: (1) local and (2) itinerant. — (1) The local 
ministers are bishops and deacons, as in St. Paul (Philippians 1:1) and St. Clement. 
Presbyters are not mentioned, and the bishops are clearly presbyter-bishops, as in Acts 
20, and in the Pastoral Epistles of St. Paul. 

• But when St. Ignatius wrote in 107, or at the latest 117, the three orders of bishops, 
priests, and deacons were already considered necessary to the very name of a Church, in 
Syria, Asia Minor, and Rome. If it is probable that in St. Clement's time there was as yet 
no "monarchical" bishop at Corinth, yet such a state of things cannot have lasted long in 
any important Church. 
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Dating the Didache – Part II
• (2) The itinerant ministers are not mentioned by Clement or Ignatius. The three 

orders are apostles, prophets, and teachers, as in 1 Corinthians 12:28 sq.: "God 
hath set some in the Church; first apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly doctors
[teachers]; 

• after that miracles, then the graces of healings, helps, governments, kinds of 
tongues, interpretations of speeches. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
doctors?“

• The Didache places teachers below apostles and prophets, the two orders 
which St. Paul makes the foundation of the Church (Ephesians 2:20). The term 
apostle is applied by St. Paul not only to the Twelve, but also to himself, to 
Barnabas, to his kinsmen, Andronicus and Junias, who had been converted 
before him, and to a class of preachers of the first rank.

• But apostles must have "seen the Lord" and have received a special call. There is 
no instance in Holy Scripture or in early literature of the existence of an order 
called apostles later than the Apostolic age. We have no right to assume a 
second-century order of apostles, who had not seen Christ in the flesh, for the 
sake of bolstering up a preconceived notion of the date of the Didache.
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Dating the Didache part III

• Since in that work the visit of an apostle or of a pretended apostle is 
contemplated as a not improbable event, we cannot place the book later 
than about 80.

• The limit, would seem to be from 65 to 80. The commoner view is that 
which puts the Didache before 100. Bartlet agrees with Ehrhard that 80-90 is 
the most probable decade.

• Sabatier, Minasi, Jacquier, and others have preferred a date even before 70. 

• As to the place of composition, many suggest Egypt because they think the 
"Epistle of Barnabas" was written there. The corn upon the mountains does 
not suit Egypt, though it might be a prayer borrowed from Palestine. There 
are really no materials even for a conjecture on the subject. 
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The Way of Death - Sample



Suggestions

• Access the link to see the full presentation

• At the end are links to additional info and the complete “Didache”

• One of the links is a read out of the Didache

• Understand that there are additional writings and not just the NT

• Also, in addition to the writings there were oral teachings by Christ 
and his followers over the three years to the Apostles and his other 
followers

• Protestants that support abortion must also oppose the Didache and 
the early writings since Abortion is the way of death.



End presentation
for the Patricians



Chapter 1 – The Two Ways



Chapter 2 – The 2nd Commandment





Chapter 3 – Other sins Forbidden



Chapter 4 – Various Precepts







Chapter 5 - The Way of Death



Chapter 6 & 7 – False Teachers and Baptism



Chapter 8 – Fasting and Prayer



Chapter 9 – The Eucharist



Chapter 10 – Prayer after Communion





Chapter 11- Concerning Teachers, Apostles and 
Prophets





Chapter 12- Reception of Christians



Chapter 13 – Support of Prophets



Chapter 14 – Christian Assembly on the Lord’s Day



Chapter 15 – Bishops and Deacons



Chapter 16 – The Coming of the Lord





The coming of Jesus the Messiah



Links on the Didache on www.youtube.com

• The Didache read along series

• The Apostolic Fathers

• The Didache in the Greek Library in Jerusalem

• PBS - Part 1 - From Jesus to Christ

• Taking the Eucharist in the Didache

• Introduction to the Didache

• The Didache in 16 parts

• Clement of Rome and the Didache

• The Didache Catechism series

• Faith and practice of the Early Christians

• The Didache - entire book open captioned

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0sRzwEO1hY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PktAmR7wJMg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DPu3cUNmlcc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZPKCDOeyMg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5r9iJlZiduE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63TZb0_syH8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HlkpFinQ4Zk&list=PLp6AKQ36kE_SlkhRAdi1DATPHHdK4QDP6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fG5lwtwYQaw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o-wqtO_ZawUhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PktAmR7wJMg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0QOvztXtGU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uq3avsPvnOM

